dour Lights 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 
From Piet Vorage the World by Magellan.” 


_ Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
- under the Act of March 3, 1879, 


Speaking of Children 


Treat them to cod liver oil and the sunlamp! 
Feed them on vitamins A, B, and C 

‘And down through the alphabet. Balance their diets! 
What superphysiques will their young bodies be! 


Feed them inanities dished by the movies! 
Treat them to radio playlets of crime! 
Give them the tabloids to take for full measure. 
What trash cans we’ll make of their minds in due time! 


Treat them to wars and depressions and hatreds bd 
(The fare of the race since the start, more or less) ; 
We'll make them a mixture of gods and defectives ~ 
ADELAIDE LOVE 


From 1941 LINE BOOK, edited by Charles Collins. 


"SCHOOL NOT AS 


On the front page of the New York papers of 
September 14— not a military hero or a map of con- 
quest and defiance — but a little girl with “a pencil for 
herself and an apple for teacher” in her hands. Eyen 
the sensation-seekers realized at last that she was the 
big news. September was her month. She was starting, 
young and serene and hopeful on a new year. So her 
sisters and her mother and her grandmother before her 
have started. It is an old story. 

Can it be that the headlines over the picture “School 
Not as Usual” gave her the extra significance to the 
news-hawks? There they called to the attention of the 
world the changed aspect of the school at whose door 
she stood so radiant. “Even the arithmetic and the 
spelling lessons” were now “to be geared to the war 
effort”. During the summer, teachers and superintend- 
ents had worked overtime to see that from kindergarten 
on, education should be strearn-lined to war. And this, 
which is supposed to make a nation lift its head proudly, 
may well seem the death-knell of all we have tried to do. 

But on the other hand it may be just a new chal- 
lenge. And there are many forces stirring to that 
challenge, of which we can and should be one. From an 
educational point of view, this sharpened relation of 
school work to the world their parents live and battle 
in is an advantage to our children. Too often there has 
been a misty wall between learning and action. The 
reason so much that teachers try to inculcate rélls off 


Copyright: 1941, by The Tribune Company. Used by permission. 


USUAL" 


like water off a duck’s bask, is that it has no visible use 
in the real world children know. In their play and their 
dreams, they are part of that world. They.want to keep 


_house_and run trains and _put_out fires and-—in war time. 


especially — engage in dog-fights and drive “jeeps”. It 
is likely that the spelling and arithmetic that answers 
their need to have the tools for this actual participation 
in a dramatic if terrible world, will be better learnéd this 
year than the old meaningless exercises. It is another 
proof that war spurs inventions which have lagged in 
peace, It is another spur to the peace-lovers to outdo 
a good technique which has been used for a bad purpose. 

Both here and abroad the educators, who have been 
called on by the government agencies that used to pass 
them by with neglect, are using their new sense of im- 
portance for more constructive ends. This spring a 
group of leaders from all over the country formed the 
“Commission on Post War Training and Adjustment” 
laying a ground-work for better education for the peace 
and reconstruction period. Even as they are pressed by 
the call to give “all-out” war training, the educators see 
that those young people who survive this tragedy will 
be engaged in a battle for peace — not a battle for vic- 
tory — and must be trained for that. They say in their 
report published by Teacher’s College, Columbia, “The 
only way we can plan to meet such an emergency con¢i- 
tion successfully is to plan for meeting it now. Hasty 
efforts to deai with it after peace has come will be no 
(Continued on page 4) 
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HUMAN NATURE 

Muriel Lester sent this story receritly from England: 

A German flyer crashed in an English village and 
was taken to the local hospital. The mother of a young 

boy who had been killed by the exploding bombs sent 

word to the flyer that she bore him no ill will for the 
death of her son. The young man then told that he 
had been sent eighteen times to destroy that area but 
had always been careful to drop his bombs in the fields 
where they would do no harm. This time had been an 
accident; he ran short of fuel, his plane crashed, and the 
bombs exploded. When his hearers expressed surprise 
he answered, “Lots of us are doing this.” 

I have been thinking a lot about this story. People 
say to us, “You will never end war, it’s human nature, 
and you can’t change human nature.” Well, maybe there 
is a hard shell around our human nature, and sometimes 
it’s hard to crack, but underneath there’s something else, 
for man partakes of the nature of God. 

Human nature turned back the soldiers sent to 
attack a town in the Austrian Tyrol long ago when they 
found the inhabitants were receiving them with friend- 
ship instead of armed resistance. 


Human nature turned enmity to friendship. whetea 


Sef redskins, coming to attack a village in the county 
_—omaratoga, found a little group of Quakers gathered in 
| their meeting-house unarmed and unafraid. 

= Human fiature stayed the hand of those Indians 
who, while raiding a village, burning houses and mas- 
sacring whole families, came to a house where two old 
Quakers had left the latchstring out. Telling of it later, 
one of these Indians said, “We crept up in night. We 
meant to burn and kill. We found latchstring out. We 
said, ‘No burn this house. No kill these people. They 
do us no harm. They trust Great Spirit’.” 

‘Human nature made British Tommies in Cologne 
share their rations with hungry German children at the 
close of the last war. 

Human nature made those British and German sol- 
diers, on that Christmas Eve of 1914 throw chocolate 
and cigarettes instead of hand grenades, and send out 
over No Man’s Land the strains of “Stille Nacht” and 
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” instead of the roar of 
guns. Authority had to step in, lest Human Nature 
spoil the war! 

Let’s not despair-of human nature. Perhaps this 
prayer, written by Bishop Gore of England during the 
first World War might help us to penetrate that hard 
shell, and find the man inside that God made in His own 
image and likeness: 

“Give Thy blessing, O Father, to the people of that 
great and fair land with whose rulers we are at war. 


ag th of the wise and just, who follow 
for justice and freedom, among them 
eaeee ue. Drive away the evil passions of hatred, 


and the fever of war, among them as among 


us. Relieve and comfort the anxious, the bereaved, the 
sick and tormented, and all the pale host of sufferers, 
among them as among us. Reward the patience, indus- 
try, loving-kindness and simplicity of the common people 
and all the men of good heart, among them as among us. 
Forgive the cruelty, the ambition, the foolish pride, the 
heartless schemes, of which the world’s rulers have been 
guilty. Teach us everywhere to repent-and to amend. 
Help us so to use our present afflictions, which come 
from us and not from Thee, that we may build on the 
ruins of our evil past a firm and lasting peace. Grant 
that, united in a good understanding with these who 
are now become our enemies, though they are our breth- 
' ren in Christ, they and we may establish a new order 
wherein the nations may live together in trust and fellow- 
ship, in the emulation of great achievements and the 
rivalry of good deeds, truthful, honest and just in our 
dealings one with another, and following in all-things 
the standard of the Son of Man, whom we have denied, 
and put to shame, and crucified afresh upon the Calvary 
of our battle-ground. Amen.” 

— KATHLEEN SAYRE. / 


PREPARING FOR THE WC 


Whether we are planning the broad outlines of our WIL 
branch activities for the winter, or are a small group. that want 
to study together, or are just an individual searching for a little 
light in a very dark world, we shall need the help of experienced 
writers who can guide our thinking in these bewildering times. 


To fortify our philosophy comes “A Pacifist in War Time” 
by Dorothy Detzer (10c) and a new book by John Haynes 
Holmes, “Out of Darkness” (see page 4), which will support 
and sustain us. Thus strengthened, we may go on to our two 
great undertakings of furthering both democracy at home, and 
a democratic world structure. 


On our own doorstep are minority problems of the first 
importance.. If your interest centers in anti-Semitism, or the 
plight of Japanese internees, or Negroes, read “Freedom for All” 
by Pearl Buck (10c), “American Refugees” (5c), “Race Preju- 
dice and World War” by Florence Boeckel (10c), “Race” by 
Caroline Singer (5c). ' 

Racial and minority questions in the international field appear 
in pamphlets and books about the Orient. You will want to 
see our own new leaflet “World Organization and the Color Bar” 
by Olive I. Reddick (5c), “Freedom for India—Now!” by several 
prominent writers (10c), “The Indian Tragedy” by Bertram 
Pickard (10c), and “American Unity and Asia” by Pearl Buck 
($1.25). 

Latin America is not yet understood as it ought to be; all 
of us can help establish genuine friendship by being better in- 
formed. Our study outline (with kit $1)-has been revised, and 
Miss Brainerd will always give personal help. 

The enormous problems involved in world organization are, 
in spite of their complexity and difficulty, our urgent business, 
We cannot solve them all, not even perhaps offer much of a 
contribution to their solution. But it is our pressing job to 
familiarize thousands of our countrymen with the nature of the 
basic elements of a world structure. Miss Reddick recommends 
“Post-War Worlds” by P.’E. Corbett, published by the Council 
of Pacific Relations. She suggests pamphlets and other material 
in her Committee Letter, which the National Literature office 
can get for you. Excellent discussion of the underlying factors 
in world planning is to be found in “The Coming Age of World 
Control” by Nicholas Doman. (see page 4), and a_ valuable 
description of the beginnings of extended collaboration already 
in effect among the United Nations, together with its possible 
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Peace Arch at Vancouver, B. C., 
commemorating the increasing good 
will between Canada and the United 
States. Erected by Kiwanis Interna- 
tional, it was dedicated in 1925, and is 
one of a large number of similar 

’ monuments to international friendship. 


A booklet (15c) by Zonia Baber, 
describing thirty-four of these symbols, 
a book of 8x 10 inch photographs in 
cellophane cases with typed descrip- 
tions, and a filmstrip may be rented 
_-from the Chicago W.LL. (410 S. 

Michigan Avenue.) Good for class- 
room or bulletin board display. 


| THE WORLD WE WANT 


development into a world organization is found in Henri Bonnet’s 
“The United Nations, What They Are, What They May Become” 
(25c). ‘Post-war relief, reconstruction, and a planning authority 
for Europe are well considered by E. H. Carr in “Conditions of 
Peace” ($2.50). Haridas T. Muzumdar, an eminent Oriental, 
writes on winning the peace under the title “The United Nations 
of the World” ($1.25). 

The series of leaflets by Mrs. Boeckel, “Beyond War,” 
“Sovereignty and the Four Freedoms,” “Tariffs and the Atlantic 
Charter,” and others, are most helpful. Our WIL study outline 
on World Organization by Miss Reddick (25c) is still available, 


and the National Peace Conference is arranging a new kit of _ 


study material on a federated world which will soon be ready. 
The Pacifist Research Bureau is expecting to have ready about 
December 1 their first three pamphlets on: Non-Violence in 
Practice; Force as Applied to Nations and States; An Historical 
Examination of the Balance of Power. 

Many other books and pamphlets are on the market. These 
are only samples. All of them may be ordered from National 
Literature Headquarters, 1924 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. Our 
staff is smaller than formerly, so we beg you to give us plenty 
of time to fill your order, please! 


WHOSE INITIATIVE FOR PEACE? 

An intelligent effort to give at least some of the Germans 
a stake in a victory of the United Nations should be made right 
now, inthe midst of war—not for the sake of the German 
people, but for the sake of the soldiers and civilians of the United 
Nations. Our chief purpose is not merely to win the war — but 
to win it without the unnecessary loss of a single day, or a 
single hour. The basis on which this appeal should be made is 
neither blind revenge nor blind sentimentality. It should be 


made in such a way as to place on the Germans themselves the © 


responsibility for ending the war, and clearing the ground for 
post-war reconstruction, from which, whatever may be our feel- 
ings now, the Germans cannot be indefinitely excluded. The 
United Nations are anticipating a peace offensive by Hitler this 
autumn. Are we going to wait for Hitler to launch this offensive, 
as we have done in the case of previous military offensives, or 
are we going, this time, to take the initiative? 
: — VERA MICHELES DEAN. 
(From “Bulletin” of the Foreign Policy Association, 
Bees September 18, 1942) 


EDUCATION FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 


The tragedy of the present day is that all big 
and little people that you encounter are such unenthusi- 
astic participants in the war. They say in effect— Yes, 
isn’t it all dreadful? What ever will come of it all, surely 
nothing of permanent value.— But, and here is the great 
tragedy, very few of these people saw the need or took 
the time to lift a finger to stop the avalanche of war 
before it was too late. So here we are brought again 
to the subject of education. Can anything be accom- 
plished by means of education? How and what? 


There are two t issues on which we must 
take a definite and constructive stand. One is the situa- 
tion in India where the struggle for freedom is going on, 
and the other is the need to work for post war planning 


NOW. Of course, we want a world free from strife. . 


One constructive bit of educational work we can do 
is to have a study group on Post War Planning in our 
own local W.I.L. groups. Another educational project 
is to help organize Post War World Councils in our 
communities. It is necessary to gather thoughtful people 
together now, so that we make adequate peace plans. 


The Indian people are engaged in a terrific struggle ~ 


for freedom. We must try to bring the Indian point of 
view before the American people in public meetings and 
over the airwaves. It is of prime importance to us who 
believe in non-violence, to discover how the method of 
non-violence is achieving results in India. 


_ We should encourage our President to appoint a 
commission which will help mediate the dispute between 
Great Britain and India. We ought to become very 
well-read on the subject ourselves. 


_ Another i t work that we must do is to bring 
to light the fact that there are people in the United States 
who are willing to fight for a better world witout 
resorting to violence. e must bring teclight the-pos 


of view of the conscientious objector te war, philosoph- 


ical as well as religious. We should tty t@ @iscover and 
then make known as widely as possil 
and international disputes have been settled by means 
of non-violent methods. We cannot always agree, but 
we certainly can try to see the other nations’ point of 
view, and subsequently try to meet on some common 
ground so that we may become compatible. It is a well- 
known psychological fact that if an idea or thought is 
expressed often enough, it doesn’t matter how good or 
bad, how true or false the idea is, it becomes fastened 


upon the mass mind and eventually is accepted. What ~ 


we must try to express frequently and forcefully is that 
the method of violence is harmful as well as unsuccessful 
and does not achieve any constructive end; that we can 
always meet on some common ground and accomplish 
more through mediation. Let us spread these ideas 
again and again; they will eventually take hold! . 


_ We must reach the big and little people to give them 
a feeling of hope and courage; to make them realize that 
their help is needed all the time to create an equitable, 
peaceful and joyful world. We need builders of the 
future TODAY! 


—META RISEMAN. 
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: INDIA 

The crisis in India which comes in this critical hour 
for the United Nations, is a true test of our love of lib- 
erty. For if America and England have the right to 
fight for freedom, how can they then forbid that right 
to the Indian people? It would be stupid to suggest that 
the problems involved in the Indian crisis are simple 
ones; no one who understands the complicated and diffi- 
cult situation believes that there is any easy, trick 
solution. But at the same time we should recognize 
that there is wisdom enough in India to deal intelligently 
and wisely with all the intricate questions of the hour, 
At least our war party should not forget that India 
had enough military wisdom to be the first nation in 
the world to boycott Japan when China was attacked, at 
a time when the United States and Britain were supply- 
ing the arms to Japan which are now destroying our men. 

Thousands of American soldiers are now stationed 
in. India. The United States is drained of its substance 
through lend-lease. If the United States can pool its 
men and resources with Great Britain and the other 
United Nations, then surely American citizens can and 
should demand a voice in policy. Nothing could be 
better for the United States than if the British demanded 


“a quid pro quo for settling the Indian question and 


called upon our country to clean its own house in regard 
to race. For we, too, are guilty of a caste system. We, 
too, have our untouchables. 

Americans of good will should stand with that 
great body of British people who want the cooperation 


and the friendship of India. We therefore urge our 
members to call upon the President to take the initiative 
in seeking from Great Britain.the right to dispatch as 
soon as possible a commission to India to mediate the 
conflict. Soon it may be too late: This should be done 
now. . 

This last week there was held in Washington an 
enormous meeting on Indian freedom. The auditorium 
of the National Press Club not only was filled to 
capacity, but it was necessary to hold an overflow meet- 
ing and to turn hundreds away. The meeting was pre- 
sided over by Oswald Garrison Villard. Speakers were 
Krishnalal Shridharani, Norman Thomas, Taraknath 
Das, and myself. Yet in Washington only the Scripps 
Howard paper carried the story of that meeting, and 
that story was grossly unfair. So it is obvious that the 
newspapers are also in league to silence any effort to 
have a public discussion of the Indian issue. This means 
that we must be more energetic than ever in order to 
induce the President to act now. , 

Jewish Refugees 

The New York Times of September 11th reports 
that Pierre Laval has stated that he is prepared to 
grant visas-to the United States for those Jewish refugees 
in France who may be deported to Eastern Europe, if 
the United States is willing to receive them. We beg 
that you write to the President immediately asking that 
the way be opened to rescue these unfortunate people 


before it is too late. 
— DOROTHY DETZER. 


“SCHOOL NOT AS USUAL”—(Cont. from page 1) 


more effective than a few dirt levees hastily scraped up 
against a flood that should have been controlled and 
directed near its source.” 


This Commission has received approval by the War- 
time Commission of the United States Office of Educa- 
tion. Its approach is primarily along the lines of adult 
education designed to catch the young men and women 
who will have to make a speedy adjustment from war 
training to training for peace and reconstruction. That 
will be a quick about-face which is a special problem. 


It must use as dynamic a method as the war-illustrated texts. 
It must present to young people, not only lessons but the tasks 
those lessons prepare them for. Dr. Walter Van Kirk, speaking 
before the Fellowship of Reconciliation on his return from 
England recently, spoke of the “Cambridge Experiment.” Train- 
ing by class and correspondence in concrete reconstruction work 
is now going on in that country necessarily committed to “all- 
out war.” He criticized America for her failure to make this 
imminent task vivid to her students. Here is an immediate 
project for peace groups concerned with: education. 


Just as those planning for peace organization have urged 
that the first union of peoples be based on the concrete tasks of 
rebuilding the war-wrecked world rather than setting up political 
unions on remaking boundaries and government forms, so educa- 
tion for peace may mean just heroic concentration on the battle 
against waste, disease, injustice. Out of this lesson comes the 
desire to have the help of all nations and give them our help. 
No ideals of abstract brotherhood will seem nearly so compelling 
as the realization that without us they perish and without them 
we cannot climb out of the morass into which we have fallen. 
No aesthetic appreciation of customs and costumes — not even 
the singing of folk-songs and the giving of pageants will appeal 
to young people like the knowledge that a job is open to them. 
Education can show them that job and train them for it. 


LET US HARDEN OURSELVES FOR «PEACE. Not 
blood, sweat and tears — but might, muscle — and joy! 


NOT SCHOOL AS USUAL — but a new training for con- 


crete tasks that clear the way for a just and durable peace. - 


— ADELAIDE NICHOLS BAKER. 


NOTES 

We are very happy that our application for second class - 
mailing privileges for FOUR LIGHTS has been granted, and 
this issue comes to you under that permit. For years the national 
office. was unable to reach all its members with important 
information because of the prohibitive cost. Now, by adjusting 
our practise to the rather stringent post-office requirements for 
second class mail, one section of which the government has 
arranged at a special rate primarily for the benefit of membership 
organizations, we shall be able to send FOUR LIGHTS to every 
member who pays the new dues of $1.50 per year. Until the 
permit came through our position remained precarious. 

Christmas Cards will be available this year with three new 
designs, and are now ready. Send your orders directly to: 

Mrs, Hazel R. Lind, 246 Emerald St. S. E. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

A few cards will be stocked in the National Literature office for 
local use. 

The Jane Addams Calendar, with cover by Violet Oakley, 
will be sold through the National Literature office, Philadelphia, 
and will be published in October. It is in convenient form for 
an engagement calendar and comes in two sizes, 11 x 9 inches 
($1), and 9 x 7% inches (75c). 

Miracle of Living, poems by Emily Greene Balch ($1, auto- 
graphed $1.25) will make a delightful Christmas gift. Order 
from the National Literature office, 1924 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

THE COMING AGE OF WORLD CONTROL, by Nicholas 

Doman. Harpers, $3.00. Interesting discussion of what 
the author believes to be an emerging order of global dimensions, 
including political and economic world organization, the control 
of physical force, and all the related problems.- A new approach 
to “the transition to an organized ‘world society.” 


OUT OF DARKNESS, by John Haynes Holmes. Harpers, $1.50. - 
This well-known preacher and author presents the current 
war in the light of history, and shows why the pacifist position 
is not only a tenable one, but the only hope of preserving the 
values that will create an ultimate anc permanent peace. 
FOUR LIGHTS 
Owned and published by Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, National: Literature Department, 1924 Chest- 
nut St., Philadelphia, Pa.. ‘Ten issues.a year. Subscription price 
50c — single copies 5c — 25 copies, one issue, $1.00, postpaid, 
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